
 

 
 

 

Bilingual/ESL Program Model 

Parent Handbook  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018-2019 

Bilingual/ESL Office  
  

 

 



1 

 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents  
 

 

Program Mission .…………………...…..……...….………..2 
 

§89.1201. Policy …........................................................….2 
 

§89.1210. Program Content and Design …................….3 
 

o Transitional Early Exit Bilingual Instructional Plan …….……..…..6 

 Pre-Kinder Bilingual Program …………………………….....………….…......6 

 Kinder Bilingual Program ………………………………...……………...…......7 

 Bilingual Program 1st Grade .……………………..………………………..…..8 

 Bilingual Program 2nd Grade …………………….………………………........9 

 Bilingual Program 3rd Grade ………………………….……..………...........10 

 Bilingual Program 4th Grade ……………………………....…………...........11 

 Bilingual Program 5th Grade ……………………….…………………..........12 

 Bilingual Program 6th Grade …………………………………….…...….......13 

 

§89.1215. Home Language Survey …………………............…14 
  

o LFISD Home Language Survey …………………………..………....15 
 

§89.1225. Testing and Classification of Students ……....16 
 

o English Learner Identification/Reclassification Flowchart ….…..17 
 

o 2018-2019 English Learner Reclassification Criteria Chart .....…19 
 

TELPAS: Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System …..20 
 



2 

 

 

 

 

Bilingual/ESL Program Mission  
 

The mission of the La Feria Independent School District’s Bilingual/ESL Education Program is to 

ensure that students learning English as a second language successfully acquire Comprehension, 

Reading, Writing, and Oral Language skills in English.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

§89.1201. Policy.  
 

(a) It is the policy of the state that every student in the state who has a primary language other than 

English and who is identified as an English learner shall be provided a full opportunity to 

participate in a bilingual education or English as a second language (ESL) program, as required in 

the Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter 29, Subchapter B. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Feria Independent School District  

Bilingual/ESL Department  

 

Mrs. Annette Peña – Program Director 

Mr. Hector Cazares – Program Curriculum Coach  

 

Curriculum & Instruction Office  

Lee Facility  

400 S. West St., La Feria, TX. 78559 

956-797-8340 
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§89.1210. Program Content and Desing. 

La Feria ISD  
 

 

(a) §89.1210. Program Content and Design. (a) Each school district required to offer a bilingual 

education or English as a second language (ESL) program shall provide each English learner the 

opportunity to be enrolled in the required program at his or her grade level. Each student's level 

of proficiency shall be designated by the language proficiency assessment committee in 

accordance with §89.1220(g) of this title (relating to Language Proficiency Assessment 

Committee). The school district shall accommodate the instruction, pacing, and materials to 

ensure that English learners have a full opportunity to master the essential knowledge and skills 

of the required curriculum, which includes the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and English 

language proficiency standards (ELPS). Students participating in the bilingual education program 

may demonstrate their mastery of the essential knowledge and skills in either their primary 

language or in English for each content area. 

 

(1) A bilingual education program of instruction established by a school district shall be a 

full-time program of dual-language instruction (English and primary language) that 

provides for learning basic skills in the primary language of the students enrolled in the 

program and for carefully structured and sequenced mastery of English language skills 

under Texas Education Code (TEC), §29.055(a). 

 

(2) An ESL program of instruction established by a school district shall be a program of 

intensive instruction in English in which ESL teachers recognize and address language 

differences in accordance with TEC, §29.055(a). 

 

 

 

(b) The bilingual education program and ESL program shall be integral parts of the general educational 

program required under Chapter 74 of this title (relating to Curriculum Requirements) to include 

foundation and enrichment areas, ELPS, and college and career readiness standards. In bilingual 

education programs, school districts shall purchase instructional materials in both program languages 

with the district's instructional materials allotment or otherwise acquire instructional materials for use in 

bilingual education classes in accordance with TEC, §31.029(a). Instructional materials for bilingual 

education programs on the list adopted by the commissioner of education, as provided by TEC, 

§31.0231, may be used as curriculum tools to enhance the learning process. The school district shall 

provide for ongoing coordination between the bilingual/ESL program and the general educational 

program. The bilingual education and ESL programs shall address the affective, linguistic, and cognitive 

needs of English learners as follows 

 

 

(1) Affective  

 

A. English learners in a bilingual program shall be provided instruction using second 

language acquisition methods in their primary language to introduce basic concepts of 

the school environment, and content instruction both in their primary language and in 

English, which instills confidence, self-assurance, and a positive identity with their 

cultural heritages. The program shall be designed to consider the students' learning 
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experiences and shall incorporate the cultural aspects of the students' backgrounds in 

accordance with TEC, §29.055(b). 

 

B. English learners in an ESL program shall be provided instruction using second language 

acquisition methods in English to introduce basic concepts of the school environment, 

which instills confidence, self-assurance, and a positive identity with their cultural 

heritages. The program shall be designed to incorporate the students' primary languages 

and learning experiences and shall incorporate the cultural aspects of the students' 

backgrounds in accordance with TEC, §29.055(b). 

 

(2) Linguistic  

 

A. English learners in a bilingual program shall be provided intensive instruction in the skills 

of listening, speaking, reading, and writing both in their primary language and in English, 

provided through the ELPS. The instruction in both languages shall be structured to 

ensure that the students master the required essential knowledge and skills and 

higherorder thinking skills in all subjects. 

 

B. English learners in an ESL program shall be provided intensive instruction to develop 

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language, provided 

through the ELPS. The instruction in academic content areas shall be structured to 

ensure that the students master the required essential knowledge and skills and higher-

order thinking skills in all subjects. 

 

 

 

(3) Cognitive  

 

A. English learners in a bilingual program shall be provided instruction in language arts, 

mathematics, science, and social studies both in their primary language and in English, 

using second language acquisition methods in either their primary language, in English, or 

in both, depending on the specific program model(s) implemented by the district. The 

content area instruction in both languages shall be structured to ensure that the 

students master the required essential knowledge and skills and higher-order thinking 

skills in all subjects. 

 

B. English learners in an ESL program shall be provided instruction in English in language 

arts, mathematics, science, and social studies using second language acquisition methods. 

The instruction in academic content areas shall be structured to ensure that the 

students master the required essential knowledge and skills and higher-order thinking 

skills. 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

(c) The bilingual education program shall be implemented through at least one of the following program 

models 

 

(1) Transitional bilingual/early exit is a bilingual program model in which students identified as 

English learners are served in both English and another language and are prepared to meet 

reclassification criteria to be successful in English-only instruction not earlier than two or later 

than five years after the student enrolls in school. Instruction in this program is delivered by a 

teacher appropriately certified in bilingual education under TEC, §29.061(b)(1), for the assigned 

grade level and content area. The goal of early-exit transitional bilingual education is for program 

participants to use their primary language as a resource while acquiring full proficiency in English. 

This model provides instruction in literacy and academic content through the medium of the 

students' primary language along with instruction in English that targets second language 

development through academic content. 

*La Feria ISD’s Elementary Program Model* 

 

(2) An ESL/pull-out program model is an English acquisition program that serves students identified 

as English learners through English instruction provided by an appropriately certified ESL teacher 

under the TEC, §29.061(c), through English language arts and reading. The goal of ESL pull-out is 

for English learners to attain full proficiency in English in order to participate equitably in school. 

This model targets English language development through academic content instruction that is 

linguistically and culturally responsive in English language arts and reading. Instruction shall be 

provided by the ESL teacher in a pull-out or inclusionary delivery model. 

 

*La Feria ISD’s Secondary Program Model* 
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§89.1210 

Transitional Early Exit Bilingual Instructional Plan 

2017-2018 
 

Pre-Kindergarten Language Time and Treatment for Beginners  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics 30 minutes   

90 minutes  
Reading/Language Arts 70  

English Oral Language   20 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes Social Studies 25 minutes  

90 minutes  Mathematics CR- 30 minutes 60 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes  

 

 

Pre-Kindergarten Language Time and Treatment for Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics 30 minutes  

90 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts 70 minutes   

English Oral Language   20 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes Social Studies 25 minutes  

90 minutes  Mathematics CR- 20 minutes 70 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes  

 

Pre-Kindergarten Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High = Non-LEP 

4/5 on PreLas 

 

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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Kindergarten Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics 30 minutes  

90 minutes 

Reading/Language Arts 70 minutes  

English Oral Language – Letters 

Alive 
 20 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes 

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 30 minutes 60 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes  

 

 

Kindergarten Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics 30 minutes  

90 minutes 

Reading/Language Arts 60 minutes   

English Oral Language – Letters 

Alive 
 30 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes 

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 15 minutes 75 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes 

 

 

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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1st Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics  30 minutes  

90 minutes 

Reading/Language Arts 75 minutes  

Journey into English Language 

Literacy (JELL) 
 15 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes  

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 30 minutes 60 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes   

 

 

1st Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes Phonics  30 minutes  

90 minutes  

Reading/Language Arts 60 minutes  15 minutes  

Journey into English Language 

Literacy (JELL) 
 15 minutes 

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes  

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 15 minutes 75 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes 

 

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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2nd Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes 

Phonics  

(Working with English Language 

Learners) 

 30 minutes  

90 minutes  

Reading/Language Arts    70 minutes  

Jornada en Español de Lenguaje 

y Lectura (JELL Spanish) 
20 minutes  

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes 

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 30 minutes  70 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes  

 

 

 

2nd Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

30 minutes 

Phonics  

(Working with English Language 

Learners) 

 30 minutes  

90 minutes  

Reading/Language Arts    75 minutes  

Jornada en Español de Lenguaje 

y Lectura (JELL Spanish) 
15 minutes  

25 minutes Science CR 25 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies CR 25 minutes 

90 minutes  Mathematics CR – 15 minutes  75 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

25 minutes  Intervention  25 minutes 
 

 

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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3rd Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

105 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  80 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  25 minutes  

30 minutes Science SLS 30 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies SLS 30 minutes  

90 minutes  
Mathematics  75 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement  15 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

30 minutes  Intervention  30 minutes  
 

 

 

 

3rd Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

105 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  105 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

30 minutes Science  30 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies  25 minutes  

90 minutes  
Mathematics  90 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

30 minutes  Intervention  30 minutes 

 

 SLS – Second Language Support  

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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4th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

105 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  80 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  25 minutes  

30 minutes Science SLS 30 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies SLS 25 minutes  

90 minutes  
Mathematics  75 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement  15 minutes  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

30 minutes  Intervention  30 minutes  
 

 

 

 

4th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

120 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  120 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

30 minutes Science  30 minutes 

25 minutes  Social Studies  25 minutes  

90 minutes  
Mathematics  90 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

30 minutes  Intervention  30 minutes 

 

 

 SLS – Second Language Support  

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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5th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

120 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  90 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  30 minutes   

90 minutes 
Science  70 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement 20 minutes  

45 minutes  Social Studies SLS 45 minutes  

120 minutes  
Mathematics  90 minutes 

Conceptual Refinement  30 minutes   

45 minutes PE/Computers  45 minutes 

 

 

5th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

120 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  120 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  SLS   

90 minutes 
Science  90 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement SLS  

45 minutes  Social Studies  45 minutes  

120 minutes  
Mathematics  120 minutes 

Conceptual Refinement  SLS   

45 minutes PE/Computers  45 minutes 

 

 SLS – Second Language Support  

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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6th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Beginners & Intermediates  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

100 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  70 minutes  

 Conceptual Refinement  CR – 30 minutes  

45 minutes Science SLS 45 minutes  

45 minutes Social Studies SLS 45 minutes  

100 minutes 
Mathematics  70 minutes 

Conceptual Refinement  30 minutes   

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  

 

 

 

6th Grade Language Time and Treatment for Advanced and Advanced High  

Time 

Allotment 

Subject Spanish Instruction English Instruction 

100 minutes 
Reading/Language Arts  100 minutes 

 Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

45 minutes Science  45 minutes 

45 minutes Social Studies  45 minutes  

100 minutes 
Mathematics  100 minutes  

Conceptual Refinement  SLS  

45 minutes PE  45 minutes  
 

 

 SLS – Second Language Support  

 CR – Conceptual Refinement  
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§89.1215. Home Language Survey. 

 
(a) School districts shall administer only one home language survey to each new student enrolling 

for the first time in a Texas public school in any grade from prekindergarten through Grade 12. 

School districts shall require that the survey be signed by the student's parent or guardian for 

each student in prekindergarten through Grade 8 or by the student in Grades 9-12 as permitted 

under the Texas Education Code, §29.056(a)(1). The original copy of the survey shall be kept in 

the student's permanent record. 

 

(b) The home language survey shall be administered in English, Spanish, and Vietnamese; for 

students of other language groups, the home language survey shall be translated into the primary 

language whenever possible. The home language survey shall contain the following questions. 

 

(1) "What language is spoken in the child's home most of the time?"  

 

(2) "What language does the child speak most of the time?" 

 

(c) If the response on the home language survey indicates that a language other than English is used, 

the student shall be tested in accordance with §89.1225 of this title (relating to Testing and 

Classification of Students) or §89.1226 of this title (relating to Testing and Classification of 

Students, Beginning with School Year 2019-2020). 

 

(d) For students previously enrolled in a Texas public school, the receiving district shall secure the 

student records, including the home language survey. All attempts to contact the sending district 

to request records shall be documented. Multiple attempts to obtain the student's home 

language survey shall be made. If attempts to obtain the student's home language survey from 

the sending district are unsuccessful, the identification process shall begin while attempts to 

contact the sending district for records continue throughout the four-week testing and 

identification period. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY-19 TAC Chapter 89, Subchapter BB, §89.1215 

 (Home Language Survey applicable ONLY if administered for students enrolling in pre-kindergarten through grade 12) 

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT OR GUARDIAN FOR STUDENTS ENROLLING IN PREKINDERGARTEN THROUGH GRADE 8 (OR BY STUDENT IN GRADES 

9-12): The state of Texas requires that the following information be completed for each student who enrolls in a Texas public school for the first time. It is the 

responsibility of the parent or guardian, not the school, to provide the language information requested by the questions below. 

 

 
NAME OF STUDENT: ______________________________   STUDENT ID#:  _______________________________ 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________   TELEPHONE #: _______________________________ 
CAMPUS: ________________________________________ 

  

NOTE: PLEASE INDICATE ONLY ONE LANGUAGE PER RESPONSE.  
 

1. What language is spoken in the child’s home most of the time?         ________________________ 
2. What language does the child speak most of the time?                     ________________________ 

 
_______________________________________  ________________________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian                Date 
______________________________________  ________________________________ 

 Signature of Student if Grades 9-12    Date  
 
NOTE: If you believe you made an error when completing this Home Language Survey, you may request a correction, in writing, only if: 1) your child has not yet been assessed for English proficiency; and 2) 
your written correction request is made within two calendar weeks of your child’s enrollment date. 
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La Feria Independent School District 
P.O. Box 1159 •  505 N. Villarreal • La Feria, TX  78559 •(956) 797-8315 •FAX  797-1583 

Mrs. Cathy Lee Hernandez, Superintendent of  Schools 

#chooselaferiaisd 

DISTRIBUTION:  WHITE COPY – Student Folder  YELLOW COPY – Bilingual 

Supervisor    Rev. 7/19/18 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

To determine if your child would benefit from Bilingual and/or English as a Second Language program services, please answer the two questions below. 

If either of your responses indicates the use of a language other than English, then the school district must conduct an assessment to determine how well your child 

communicates in English. This assessment information will be used to determine if Bilingual and/or English as a Second Language program services are appropriate and to 

inform instructional and program placement recommendations. If you have questions about the purpose and use of the Home Language Survey, or you would like 

assistance in completing the form, please contact your school/district personnel. 

For more information on the process that must be followed, please visit the following website: 

https://projects.esc20.net/upload/page/0081/docs/JuneUpdates/EnglishLearnerIdentification-ReclassificationFlowchart.pdf   

 
This survey shall be kept in each student’s permanent record folder. 

 

https://projects.esc20.net/upload/page/0081/docs/JuneUpdates/EnglishLearnerIdentification-ReclassificationFlowchart.pdf


§89.1225. Testing and Classification of Students. 
  

 

(a) Beginning with school year 2019-2020, the provisions of this section shall expire and be 

superseded by the provisions in §89.1226 of this title (relating to Testing and Classification of 

Students, Beginning with School Year 2019-2020). 

 

(b) Within four weeks of initial enrollment in a Texas public school, a student with a language other 

than English indicated on the home language survey shall be administered the required oral 

language proficiency test in prekindergarten through Grade 12 and norm-referenced 

standardized achievement instrument in Grades 2-12 as described in subsection (c) of this 

section and shall be identified as an English learner and placed in the required bilingual education 

or English as a second language (ESL) program in accordance with the criteria listed in 

subsection (f) of this section. 

 

(c) For identifying English learners, school districts shall administer to each student who has a 

language other than English as identified on the home language survey:  

 

(1) in prekindergarten through Grade 1, an oral language proficiency test approved by the 

Texas Education Agency (TEA); and 

 

(2) in Grades 2-12, a TEA-approved oral language proficiency test and the English reading 

and English language arts sections from a TEA-approved norm-referenced assessment. 

 

(d) School districts that provide a bilingual education program at the elementary grades shall 

administer an oral language proficiency test in the primary language of the student who is eligible 

to be served in the bilingual education program. If the primary language of the student is Spanish, 

the school district shall administer a Spanish TEA-approved oral language proficiency test. If a 

TEA-approved language proficiency test is not available in the primary language of the student, 

the school district shall determine the student's level of proficiency using informal oral language 

assessment measures.  

 

(e) All of the language proficiency testing shall be administered by professionals or paraprofessionals 

who are proficient in the language of the test and trained in the language proficiency testing 

requirements of the test publisher. 

 

(f) For entry into a bilingual education or ESL program, a student shall be identified as an English 

learner using the following criteria. 

 

(1) In prekindergarten through Grade 1, the student's score on the English oral language 

proficiency test is below the level designated for indicating English proficiency. 

  

(2) In Grades 2-12:  

 

(a) the student's score on the English oral language proficiency test is below 

the level designated for indicating English proficiency; and  

(b) the student's score on the English reading and/or English language arts 

sections of the TEA-approved norm-referenced standardized 

achievement instrument at his or her grade level is below the 40th 

percentile.                 

                              16 
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(i)    For exit from a bilingual education or ESL program, a student may be classified as English 

proficient only at the end of the school year in which a student would be able to participate 

equally in a general education, all-English instructional program. This determination shall be 

based upon all of the following: 

 

(1) English proficiency on the state's approved test that measures the extent to which the 

student has developed oral and written language proficiency and specific language skills in 

English; 

 

(2) passing standard met on the reading assessment instrument under the Texas Education 

Code (TEC), §39.023(a), or, for students at grade levels not assessed by the aforementioned 

reading assessment instrument, a score at or above the 40th percentile on both the English 

reading and the English language arts sections of the state's approved norm-referenced 

standardized achievement instrument; and 

 

(3) English proficiency on a TEA-approved criterion-referenced written test and the results of a 

subjective teacher evaluation using the state's standardized rubric. 

 

 (j)   A student may not be exited from the bilingual education or ESL program in prekindergarten or 

kindergarten. A school district must ensure that English learners are prepared to meet 

academic standards required by the TEC, §28.0211. 
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2018-2019 English Learner Reclassification Criteria Chart 
 2018–2019 English Learner Reclassification Criteria 
Chart  

 
 2018–2019 English Learner Reclassification Criteria Chart  
At the end of the school year, a district may reclassify an English Learner (EL) as English proficient for the first time or a subsequent time if the student is able to participate equally in a regular all-English 
instruction program as determined by satisfactory performance in all three assessment areas below and the results of a subjective teacher evaluation.1  

For State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) English reading and English writing, the performance level for program exit is the student meeting the passing standard.  

1st  2nd  3rd  4th  5th  6th  7th  8th  9th  10th  11th/12th  
Current 
School Year 
Oral = 
Listening & 
Speaking  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

Scored Fluent 
on English 
OLPT2  

English 
Reading3  

Norm-
Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 

(Rdg./Lang.) 
40th 
percentile or 
above  

Norm-
Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 

(Rdg./Lang.) 
40th 
percentile or 
above  

STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  STAAR3  Norm-
Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 

(Rdg./Lang.) 
40th 
percentile or 
above  

English Writing3  Agency-
Approved 
Writing Test2  

Agency-
Approved 
Writing Test2  

Agency- 
Approved 
Writing Test2  

STAAR3  Agency-
Approved 
Writing Test2  

Agency-
Approved 
Writing Test2  

STAAR3  Agency- 
Approved 
Writing Test2  

Agency-
Approved 
Writing Test2  

Subjective Teacher Evaluation  Form: English Learner Reclassification Rubric  

1 19 TAC §89.1225(i)(3)  
2 In the 2018–2019 List of Approved Tests for Assessment of English Learners available on the following web page: http://tea.texas.gov/bilingual/esl/education/  
3 For STAAR, English reading and English writing refer to the grade-level tests in grades 3-8 and to the applicable end-of-course English 1 for grade 9, and English II for grade 10.  
Note: ELs may be exited no earlier than at the end of first grade based on 19 TAC §89.1225(j).  
Note: Students for whom the LPAC recommends the use of Oral Administration, Content and Language Supports, or Extra Time as an accommodation for any reading or writing assessment, may not be 
considered for exit at the end of the school year.  

 

At the end of the school year, a district may reclassify an English Learner (EL) as English proficient for the first time or a subsequent time if the student is able to participate equally in 
a regular all-English instruction program as determined by satisfactory performance in all three assessment areas below and the results of a subjective teacher evaluation.1  
 
For State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) English reading and English writing, the performance level for program exit is the student meeting the passing 
standard.  

 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th/12th 

 

Scored Fluent on 

English OLPT2 

Scored Fluent 

on English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored 

Fluent on 

English 

OLPT2 

Scored Fluent 

 on English 

OLPT2 

 Norm-Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 (Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 
above  

 
 

 

Norm-Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 (Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 
above  

 

STAAR3
 

STAAR3 STAAR3 STAAR3 STAAR3 STAAR3 

STAAR3
 STAAR3

 

Norm-Referenced 
Standardized 
Achievement 
Test2 (Rdg./Lang.) 
40th percentile or 
above  

 

 

 
Agency-Approved  
Writing Test2  

 

 
Agency-Approved  

Writing Test2  
 

Agency-
Approved  

Writing Test2  
 

STAAR3  
Agency-

Approved  
Writing Test2  

 

Agency-
Approved  

Writing Test2  
 

STAAR3
 

Agency-
Approved  

Writing Test2  
 

Agency-Approved  
Writing Test2  

 

 Form: English Learner Reclassification Rubric  
 

 
1 19 TAC §89.1225(i)(3)  

2 In the 2018–2019 List of Approved Tests for Assessment of English Learners available on the following web page: http://tea.texas.gov/bilingual/esl/education/  

3 For STAAR, English reading and English writing refer to the grade-level tests in grades 3-8 and to the applicable end-of-course English 1 for grade 9, and English II for grade 10.  

Note: ELs may be exited no earlier than at the end of first grade based on 19 TAC §89.1225(j).  

Note: Students for whom the LPAC recommends the use of Oral Administration, Content and Language Supports, or Extra Time as an accommodation for any reading or writing assessment, may not be 

considered for exit at the end of the school year.  
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What is TELPAS and who takes it? 

TELPAS is an assessment program for students in Texas public schools who are learning the English 

language. The letters in TELPAS stand for the Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System.   

The Texas Education Agency developed TELPAS to meet state and federal testing requirements. Texas 

assesses English language learners annually in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students learning 

the English language begin participating in TELPAS in kindergarten and stop participating when their 

language assessment committee (LPAC) determines that they are proficient in the English Language.  

The assessment components for grades K–1 and 2–12 differ in the following ways: 

 • Grades K–1: TELPAS includes holistically rated listening, speaking, reading, and writing assessments 

based on ongoing classroom observations and student interactions.  

• Grades 2–12: TELPAS includes online reading and listening and speaking tests and holistically rated 

student writing collections. 

 

Proficiency Ratings  

The following brief descriptions will help you understand the abilities generally demonstrated by 

students at the four English proficiency levels.  

Beginning—Students who receive this rating are in the early stages of learning English. These students 

have a small vocabulary of very common words and little ability to use English in academic settings. 

These students often communicate using English they have memorized. 

Intermediate—Students who receive this rating are able to use common, Basic English in routine 

academic activities but need considerable English-language support to make learning understandable. 

Socially, these students are able to communicate simply about familiar topics and are generally able to 

understand conversations but may not comprehend all the details.  

Advanced—Students who receive this rating are able to understand and use academic English in 

classroom activities when given some English-language support. In social situations, these students can 

understand most of what they hear but have some difficulty with unfamiliar grammar and vocabulary.  

Advanced High—Students who receive this rating are able to use academic English in classroom 

activities with little English language support from others, even when learning about unfamiliar material. 

Students at this level have a large enough vocabulary in English to communicate clearly and fluently in 

most situations. 


